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that his words were meant especially for him. He
seems to have exercised a sort of hypnotic in-
fluence on his audiences. Perhaps he was con-
scious of this power, and liked to use it, for God
had given it him to convert with, and convert he
would. For though he might speak the words of
humility as much as he liked, the spirit of pride
was there, pride that he had been chosen to do
this work. And perhaps also the hysterical dis-
plays satisfied his hungry emotionalism, cheated
by his failure to love and to be loved humanly, a
longing he professed to have eradicated. And
above all he could rule, rule in hell while serving
in heaven. His doubts vanished, his fits of un-
happiness disappeared.

Not that all was smooth, even inside the circle.
Charles was not at all comfortable about these
noisy and not very exalting signs of grace. Though
he was not blind to psychological possibilities, for
once he and his brother had been overtaken by
insane laughter when about to pray together, yet
he suspected fraud, and one or two cases being
discovered, he induced his brother to discourage
them, though not to forgo them altogether.
Whitefield, again, began to show a regrettable
tendency towards the doctrine of predestination;
Wesley refused to discuss it, the first sign he showed
of realising that there were things more important
than doctrine. Let Whitefield, let anybody,
believe what they would, so long as they believed
the supreme thing, the assurance of faith. Thus
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